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lation, I have nothing to say. Only, in that case, we must agree
to differ. Even in the extreme case of Australia, when the Austra-
lian statesmen wish to become reasonable, they can do so without
resort to any legislative amendment.

Tours sincerely 9
M. K. G.

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai's Diary.   Courtesy :   Narayan
Desai

107.   SPEECH AT BHOWANIPUR, CALCUTTA*

June 2, 1925

Mr. Gandhi said that the spinning-wheel was near to his heart and he
was glad to learn that it had found a place in the curriculum of the National
School. He hoped that boys would apply themselves to it and become expert
spinners. He expected every man, woman and child, who felt for the masses,
to ply the charkha for at least half an hour a day. Mr. Gandhi declared that
the charkha was the one visible link between the masses and the classes.-

Mr. Gandhi also dwelt on untouchability and Hindu-Muslim unity.

The Hindu, 4-6-1925

108.    VTKOM

The public must not be allowed to forget the Vaikom strug-
gle.2 Let them understand that the satyagrahis are, at the present
moment, undergoing a higher form of discipline than they were
doing before. Formerly they were plying their wheels in front of
a physical obstacle to their further progress. It was barred by a
barricade guarded by the police. Now, as the, reader is aware,
the barricade has been removed, the guard withdrawn and so is
the notice of prohibition. The satyagrahis are, therefore, volun-
tarily submitting to the self-imposed moral restraint, no doubt, in
the clearly expressed hope that the savarna Hindus directly concern-
ed will relent and that the Government will themselves make an

1 Gandhiji was presented with addresses on behalf of the National School
and Sevak Samiti at Bhowanipur in South Calcutta.

^Ezhavas and other backward class Hindus were not allowed access to
a temple and the roads leading to it at Vykom (also spelt as Vaikom) in
Travancore, now a part of Kerala State. Satyagraha was organized against
this discrimination in 1924; vide Vol. XXIIL